Cupboard hive
(Puy de Dome)

Beekeepers have found many and varied
solutions for housing and protecting
their bees, from the cupboard hive in the
Puy de Dome (France) to this very
graceful Dutch hive.

Hive
(Netherlands)

Beekeeping equipment

Tools

Smoker Honey press
(Tunisia) (Belgium)
Iconography

Philately Heraldic
(Vietnam) (Netherlands)
Rock painting

(Spain)
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Apistoria

The Society for Studies and Research on
Traditional Beekeeping, known as Apistoria,
welcomes members of different nationalities.

Declared an association under the French
law of 1901, Apistoria is a member
of the « Sociétés Savantes ».

Its purpose is to bring together people
interested in the history of the relationship
between man and bee and to participate in

the safeguarding of the beekeeping heritage
by pooling, preserving and disseminating
information collected by members during
their research.

The work of its members is published in the
«Cahiers d’Apistoria» which over the years
bears witness to the technical and scientific
activity of the association.
These « Cahiers » are available from the
association.

Throughout the year, the members of Apistoria
meet to present their activities, hold conferences
and participate in prospecting outings.

Apistoria hosts meetings and organizes

tours of sites already known.
These tours are open to everyone.
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Apiaries in natural sites

Shelters under rocks
(Spain)

This type of rock apiary with horizontal hives is
widespread in Mediterranean countries but in
France, we abandoned it several centuries ago.

Hollowed-out cliff face

(Malta)

Protection from heat and predators is provided
by the hollowing out and/or building of a front
wall.

Constructed apiaries

The building of walls for protecting hives is a
constant factor that we have found in many
places. It provides the additional advantage of
creating a microclimate favourable to bees.

Enclosure in the valley
of the Roya (France)
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La Roque d’Anthéron
(Provence)

This long wall at La Roque d’Anthéron
provided a protection for the hives against
wind and rain.

Photos by G. Roussel, R. Chevet, B. Chevet
Drawings by D. Collo



